n8             Judicial Murder of Tsui Ning
of something he said in jest under the influence of wine. But first
let me tell you another story as an introduction.
In the Yuan Feng period (1078-1085) of our dynasty there was
a young graduate by the name of Wei Peng-chu, with the derived
name Chung-hsiao. He was just eighteen years old and had a wife
as pretty "as flower and jade." He had been married for barely
a month when "the spring tests approached and the examination
halls were thrown open,"2 and Wei had to take leave of his
wife, pack his baggage, and set off for the capital to attend the
examinations. Said the wife to her husband: "Come back home as
soon as you can, whether or not you pass your examinations. Do not
leave me all alone."
"Have no fear," replied Wei. "I am going only because I have
to think of my career."
Then he set off on his journey and soon reached the capital.
There indeed he passed the examinations, the ninth place in the
first group. He was appointed to a post in the capital which he
assumed with a great deal of pomp and ceremony. Of course he
wrote a letter to his wife and sent it by a trusted servant. Besides
the usual inquiries after her health and the news of his success, he
wrote also the following at the end of the letter: "Since I have no
one to look after me in the capital, I have taken a concubine. I look
forward to your coming soon, so that we can enjoy our good for-
tune together."
The servant took the letter and went directly to Wei's home.
He congratulated his mistress and presented the letter. After tear-
ing open the letter and reading what it had to say about this and
that, she said to the servant: "What a faithless man your master
is! Here he has just received his appointment, and yet he has
already gotten himself a concubine!"
Whereupon the servant said: "It must be one of the master's
joke% for no such thing had happened when I left the capital.
Please do not worry about it. Madame can see for herself when
she arrives at the capital."
2 A stodc piuase wlwdi I &ave encountered more than a score of times in popular